VA New England Healthcare System, VT/NH, Management Assistance Council Meeting

The will be a meeting of the above council next Wednesday, 1 February in White River Junction.  The meeting will be attended by representatives of the VA, Congressional Staff members and Veterans Service Officers for the day.  The purpose will be to exchange information, look at problems and seek solutions.  I will be attending this meeting and will prepare notes about it after the meeting ends. I will post the notes on the Service Officer page as soon as I can after the meeting.

************************************************************************
Veterans can step up life insurance coverage
Under a new law, participants in the Veterans Group Life Insurance Program will now have an opportunity to beef up their coverage, the Veterans Affairs Department has announced.

As a part of the 2010 Veterans' Benefits Act, they can receive the equivalent of the maximum coverage available under the Servicemembers' Group Life Insurance Program. This means veterans can step up their coverage by $25,000 in five-year intervals from the date their policy began. The maximum SGLI coverage is $400,000.

According to a VA press release, only 21 percent of eligible veterans have taken advantage of the increase.

"Currently, 70 percent of the veterans covered under VGLI are under age 60, have less than $400,000 of coverage, and will greatly benefit from this law change," Allison Hickey, the department's undersecretary for benefits, said in a statement earlier this month.

To be eligible, veterans must be younger than 60 on the five-year anniversary date of their coverage and currently receive less than the maximum coverage. Veterans are

covered regardless of their health.

Those interested must make a request during the 120-day period prior to their five-year anniversary.

*************************************************************************

Reading of Names at The Wall: 

Veterans, military, their families and concerned citizens are encouraged to sign up early for the reading of names at the Vietnam Veterans Memorial in Washington, D.C., which will occur over the four-day period prior to Veterans Day 2012, not Memorial Day, as was reported in last week's Washington Weekly. The Vietnam Veterans Memorial Fund is organizing volunteers to participate in the reading of all 58,272 names to commemorate The Wall's 30th anniversary. Due to the large number of expected participants and planning for other events, VVMF will only accept volunteers through its website at http://vvmf.org/ROTN. Groups can also be accommodated.

Wounded Soldier Gets Frequent Family Visits, Thanks to Unmet Needs 

Unmet Needs connects family with injured National Guardsmen

Army National Guard MSG Robert Swann was injured while deployed in Iraq in 2010. Shortly after, he was sent to the Warrior Transition Unit at Ft. Gordon to receive treatment for his wounds.  

His stay at Ft. Gordon would last several months, as he recovered from both his physical and mental injuries.  

Unfortunately, Robert’s wife Margaret and their three children lived nowhere near Ft. Gordon. Their house was 530 miles away in Mississippi. Despite the distance, Margaret was determined to visit Robert as often as possible. She and the children made the trek to Ft. Gordon every three to five weeks.  

The Swanns soon learned that the distance itself wouldn’t be the only obstacle for them; the cost associated with making the frequent trips to Ft. Gordon was taking a toll financially.  

Fortunately they were aware of the VFW Unmet Needs program, thanks to some Military Family Life Counselors at Camp Shelby in Mississippi.  

The Swann family knew the Unmet Needs program provided emergency financial assistance to military families facing circumstances just like their own. They contacted the Unmet Needs office and requested help for the extra expenses associated with the trips to see Robert. 

When Margaret learned her family had been approved for a grant she was overjoyed. The Unmet Needs program lifted a huge weight off of her shoulders.  

To learn more about the Unmet Needs program or other VFW National Military Services programs, click here. 

VFW WELCOMES HOME IRAQ VETS

Obligation to 'pay it forward' keeps organization relevant

December 16, 2011

WASHINGTON — With the war in Iraq officially over, the national commander of America's oldest and largest major combat veterans' organization is now urging his membership to redouble their efforts to welcome home this new generation of warrior, and to offer to serve as mentors through their transition to civilian status.

"Coming home is easy, the next step isn't because the checklists are gone," said Richard L. DeNoyer, the national commander of the 2 million-member Veterans of Foreign Wars of the U.S. and its Auxiliaries.  "Whether you return to college — thanks to the Post-9/11 GI Bill that the VFW was instrumental in getting passed — or use your benefits to learn trades, obtain professional licenses or just jump right into employment, I want everyone to know that the VFW has your back."

DeNoyer, a retired Marine and Vietnam combat veteran from Middleton, Mass., said the greatest guidance VFW members can provide is perspective, since every VFW member once returned home from their wars and has successfully moved on with their lives.  He also said VFW families are also a rich source of "how to" advice, since they all experienced the anxiety that came from sending a loved one to war.

Another key VFW resource is its nationwide network of service officers, who last year helped 96,000 disabled veterans to recoup $1.4 billion in earned compensation and pension from the Department of Veterans Affairs.  This free service also extends to more than a dozen active-duty military installations through a Defense Department Benefits Delivery at Discharge program that allows VFW service officers to help transitioning service members with their VA claims paperwork prior to separating or retirement.   

These service officers, as well as VFW legislative efforts on Capitol Hill, are also there for the families of the fallen and almost 32,230 wounded, to help ensure survivor benefits, as well as VA healthcare programs and services, are fully funded, accessible and available.

The end of the Iraq war fulfills a campaign promise by President Obama, but with almost 100,000 troops still stationed in Afghanistan, the war on terrorism is far from finished, which means the VFW's veterans' service, legislative and grassroots troop support programs are even more important 

DeNoyer is now asking all Iraq and Afghanistan veterans to join the ranks of the VFW to help "pay it forward" for future generations of warriors.

"The VFW has survived over the past 112 years because of our relevance to each ensuing generation of warrior," he said.  "This is due to the common thread of war that easily unites 85-year-old Iwo Jima veterans with 25-year-old Fallujah veterans, and which amplifies our obligation to make things even better for the next generation to follow in our footsteps." 

